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^. A method\for remapping pacl^et priority in a data communication switch 
having a plurality of ports, comprising: 

receiving a packetsjicluding a first priority value on a first port; 
deterftiining a virtual trurtkv^lue based on a plurality of values; 
determining a second priority va|ue based on the first priority value and 
the virtual trunk value; and 

transmitting the packet including the secon^^iority value on a second 
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2. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the plurality of values includes an 
identifier of the first port. 
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3. The method according to claim 1, whe^tein the plurality of values includes a 
VLAN identifier. ^ 
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4. The method according to claim 3, wherein the VLAN identifier is included in 
the packet as received. 

P 5. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the first priority value is included in 
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the packet as received. 
6. The method according to claim 1/(\yherein the second priority value is 
iftekided i n th e p acket as 4faosmjaed. 
20 7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of determining the virtual 
trunk value includes reducing the plurality of values to a smaller-bit value and 
using the smaller-bit value in a table look-up. 
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^. A method^r remapping packet priority in a data communication switch 
having a piuralitysOf ports, comprising: 

receiving a pacl<et>VQluding a first priority value on a first port; 
determining a second priority^alue based on the first priority value and a 
pluralfty of other values including an"Tdentifier of the first port; and 
transmitting the packet including the seconB^^^ority value on a second 

9. The method according to claim a^Whgrein the plurality of other values further 
i no l udbs d VLAN -ittentifi e r . - \ ' 

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the VLAN identifier is included in 
the packet as received. 
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11. The method according to claim 8, wf]erein the first priority value is included in 
the packet as received. 

12. The method according to claim ^, \\Vherejn the second priority value is 
tf^eltfdBd^in the pat:ket-a Q - trans mitt€ 




"^.fK network interfac^or a data communication switch, comprising: 

an access controllerK^ing a port for receiving a packet including a first 
priority value; and 

a switching engine coupled to ^bie access controller for receiving the 
packet from the access controller, for trah^itting a plurality of values to a 
first element in response to the packet, foKreceiving a virtual trunk 
identifier from the first element in response to the plbrality of values, for 
transmitting the virtual trunk identifier and the first priority, value to a 
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second element, for receiving a ^econd priority value from the second 
element in response to the virtual tLnk identifier and the first priority value 
and for transmitting the packet incluqing the second priority value. 



14. The network interface according to claim 13, wherein the plurality of values 
includes Sn identifier of the port. 

15. The network interface according to claim 13, wherein the packet as received 
at the access controller includes a VLAN identifier. 



16. The network interface according to claij 
i ncludes the VLANJ dentifl^-: 



15, wherein the plurality of values 
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l/^ A network interface for a data communication switch, comprising: 

an access controller having a port for receiving a packet including a first 
priority value and a VLAN identifier; and 

a switching engine coupled to the access controller for receiving the 
packet from the access controller, for consulting a plurality of databases to 
resolve a second priority value from a plurality of values including an 
identifier of the port, the VLAN identifier and the first priority value and for 
transmitting the packet including the second priority value. 
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